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LAND TAX 

398. Mrs R.M.J. CLARKE to the Minister for Finance: 
(1) Can the minister outline to the house how the McGowan Labor government is providing land tax relief 

to farming and primary producers? 

(2) Can the minister outline to the house how the McGowan Labor government’s approach to land tax 
compares with the approach taken by the former Liberal–National government? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
(1)–(2) I thank the member for that very good question, an issue that she is no doubt very familiar with and 

indeed, members who represent areas perhaps on the peri-urban fringe. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: Regional areas! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Or—I am looking forward to a congratulatory letter from the member for Dawesville about 
this—members who have regional areas. 

We are showing a commitment to primary producers by extending the land tax exemption to people who raise 
animals on their farm or on their property. They may not own those animals, but the way that farming is moving, 
it is now a very common occurrence. The current exemption applies only to owners who also own those animals, 
for example, chooks—the member for West Swan would be familiar with this—and this exemption applies to 
those who may not own those animals but will be growing them on behalf of another producer and returning them 
to the owners. That exemption will now extend to them. Some of those tax bills are up $15 000. It is a very good 
exemption, and importantly, something that has been in demand for a long time, un-acted on, and is in the 
legislation that will fix that up. And to apply it retrospectively, it will be legislation to reform the Duties Act 2008. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: Are you reading your own media release? 

Mr B.S. WYATT: No, I am just reading some notes. That is where I got the $15 000 from. See my blue pen there? 
I think the member will like this, because she never did this in government, despite requests. 

It is a family farming exemption to allow—would the member for Scarborough support this?—the progressive 
transition of a farm to a family member without significant transfer duty costs. I hope she will support that, because 
it has been around for many years. For whatever reason, the former Liberal–National government chose not to 
move on that. That will be a very good reform. I want to highlight the comparison to land tax that we are taking 
compared with the former government. 

We all recall the three land tax increases that the member for Riverton imposed on the economy. I just want to put 
on the record the impact that they had on housing approvals, because this is an issue that concerns the opposition, 
now that it is indeed in opposition. 
Dr M.D. Nahan: You changed those tax rates. You kept them. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Sorry, member for Riverton? Sorry, I thought there was an interjection! Hark, I hear nothing 
anymore. 
I want to highlight that there were three increases in, effectively, two years. In the two years leading up to the 
member for Riverton’s first land tax increase, private dwelling building approvals were growing at a healthy pace 
of around 49 per cent. The member then increased land tax once, it was not a bad hit, and it brought that down to 
15 per cent. He then had another go a year later, and suddenly investment fell 10 per cent within a seven-month 
period. Then, as it started to stabilise, the member had another crack at it, and in 2015 he hit them again and that 
has never recovered in Western Australia since that point. Immediately thereafter, the market plummeted 
24 per cent in just nine months, with a total decline of around 50 per cent. That is what the Leader of the Opposition 
did when he was Treasurer to an economy that was growing strongly; he did his best to ruin it. When we highlight 
the fact that the Leader of the Opposition went in a popularity contest between him and global economic recession 
and the people of Western Australia chose global economic recession, it suggests to me that the people of 
Darling Range know exactly which side their economic bread is buttered. 
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